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ORIGIN ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO A-01 OC-05 CCO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 

INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 AID-05 FDRE-00 

PC- 10 EB-07 COME-OO AGR-10 MED-03 INT-05 OES-05 DHA-02 

10-11 SCSE-00 SCA-01 PER-03 OPR-02 FBOE-OO SY-05 

SCCT-01 OMB-01 TRSE-00 HEW-06 /135 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CEN:MWEISSMAN:PW 
APPROVED BY ARA/CEN : MWEIS SMAN 

049060 

O 041813Z FEB 76 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY CARACAS IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 027238 

FOR DCM FROM MWEIS SMAN. ARA/CEN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OGEN, VE 

SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT ON EARTHQUAKE IN GUATEMALA 

1 . PER YOUR TELECON. INFORMATION ON GUATEMALA EARTHQUAKE 
AS OF MID-DAY AS FOLLOWS: 

2. ZONES 3 AND 5 IN THE CITY HAVE BEEN THE HARDEST HIT. 

THESE ARE GENERALLY THE POORER SECTIONS OF TOWN. IN ZONE 

3. FROM 1/3 TO 1/2 OF THE HOUSES HAVE BEEN DAMAGED; 

IN ZONE 5 FROM 1/5 TO 1/3 OF THE HOUSES HAVE BEEN DAMAGED. 
WALLS ARE DOWN AND ELECTRICITY AND WATER HAVE BEEN DIS 
RUPTED. ZONES 9, 6 AND 8 HAVE ALSO SUFFERED HEAVY DAMAGE. 
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AND 15 HAVE SUFFERED ONLY VERY LIGHT DAMAGE. 

3. THE EMBASSY REPORTS THAT ALL OFFICIAL PERSONNEL ARE 
SAFE AND ACCOUNTED FOR. THEY HAVE HAD NO REPORTS YET 
OF ANY AMERICAN TOURISTS OR AMERICAN RESIDENTS EITHER 
KILLED OR INIURED. ONE OF THE HOTELS, THE RITZ, HAS 
SUFFERED SOME DAMAGE, BUT ALL AMERICAN TOURISTS THERE 
ARE REPORTED SAFE. 

4. THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS OF PEOPLE KILLED IN THE 
EARTHQUAKE, BUT AS YET THERE IS NO CONFIRMATION AS TO 
NUMBERS. THE EMBASSY REPORTS THERE HAVE BEEN NO MAJOR 
LANDSLIDES IN THE HILLS SURROUNDING THE CITY, WHICH 
COULD HAVE RESULTED IN A VERY HEAVY LOSS OF LIFE. INGERSOLL 
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